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The Germans’ opinion:
We need more natural gas – as a partner for renewables

In a representative survey conducted in May 2018, the independent forsa opinion research institute surveyed
Germans‘ opinions on the energy transition and the importance of natural gas.*

Increasing scepticism that the energy
transition is running smoothly

The energy transition will succeed as
planned
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The majority of Germans doubt that the energy transition
can be implemented without major problems. As many as
62% of the respondents fear that bottlenecks, disruptions
and outages could occur. Only about a third do not expect any complications.
Compared with May 2016, German scepticism has clearly
increased. At that time 41% expected the energy transition
to be successfully implemented without any major problems – a drop of seven percentage points in just two years.
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* Nationwide survey conducted between 7 and 9 May 2018.
1,001 citizens aged 18 and over were selected in the Federal Republic of Germany by means of random sampling.
The numbers in the graphs are percentages.
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Clear preference: Natural gas as the natural partner for renewables
Renewable energies need partner technologies to secure the energy supply. The majority of Germans (54%)
are convinced that the best partner is natural gas. As
the cleanest fossil fuel, natural gas is ahead of timber
and oil (22% and 20% respectively) and well ahead of
nuclear energy (17%).
Only 14% of Germans want coal as a supplement to
renewables. Less than one in ten (9%) think that renewable energies do not require any supplements.
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Majority of Germans expect growing market for natural gas
Germany needs in future:
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The Germans‘ positive view of natural gas is also reflected
in how they assess the development of the natural gas demand. A 52% majority believe that Germany will need more
natural gas for its energy provision in the future, with another 23% expecting at least a stable level – which means
that in total three-quarters of the respondents expect stable or even increasing demand.
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As this demand is facing a decline in domestic natural gas
production in Germany and the EU, this means that the import requirement for natural gas is rising.
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Preferred supplier countries: Norway, Canada and Russia are ahead
Reliable partners to offset declining natural gas
production**
Where should the natural gas for Germany come from?
Germans consider the most reliable energy partners
to be Norway (71%), Canada (52%) and Russia (49%).
Only about one in five (21%) consider the USA to be a
reliable source of energy. Here the value has declined
significantly since summer 2015: at that time just under
40% considered the USA to be a good option.
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** Multiple answers possible.
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The scepticism about natural gas from the USA is also
reflected in another question. Asked directly whether
Germany and Europe should meet their natural gas
needs from Russia or the USA, 61% of Germans voted
for pipeline gas from Russia and only 13% for liquefied
natural gas (LNG) from the USA.

